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In the name of Allah: the Compassionate, the Merciful 
Ad 8 


Name 
The Surah has been so designated after the word al-qadr in the very first verse. 
Period of Revelation 


Whether it is a Makki or a Madani revelation is disputed. Abu Hayyan in Al-Bahr al-Muhti has made 
the claim that the majority of scholars regard it as a Madani Surah. Ali bin Ahmad al-Wahidi in his 
commentary says that this is the first Surah to be sent down in Madinah. Contrary to this, Al 
Mawardi says that according to the majority of scholars it is a Makki revelation, and the same view 
has Imam Suyuti expressed in Al-Itgan. Ibn Mardayah has cited Ibn Abbas, Ibn Az Zubair and 
Hadrat Aishah as saying that this Surah was revealed at Makkah. A study of the contents also shows 
that it should have been revealed at Makkah as we shall explain below. 


Theme and Subject Matter 


Its theme is to acquaint man with the value, worth and importance of the Quran. Its being placed just 
after Surah Al-Alag in the arrangement of the Quran by itself explains that the Holy Book, the 
revelation of which began with the first five verses of Surah Al-Alaq. was sent down in a destiny 
making night. It is a glorious Book and its revelation for mankind is full of blessings. 


At the outset, Allah says: "We have sent it down." That is, it is not a composition of Muhammad 
(upon whom be Allah's peace and blessing) himself, but We Ourself have revealed it. 


Then, it is said that "We sent it down in the Night of Destiny." Night of Destiny lies two meanings 
and both are implied here. First, that it is the night during which destinies are decided; or, in other 
words, it is not an ordinary night like the other nights, but a night in which destinies are made or 
marred. The revelation of this Book in this night is not merely the revelation of a book but an event 
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which will change the destiny of not only the Quraish, or of Arabia, but of, the entire world. The 
same thing has been said in Surah Ad-Dukhan for which please see Introduction to that Surah and E. 
N. 3 thereof. The other meaning is that this is, a night of unique honor, dignity and glory; so much so 
that it is better than a thousand months. Thus, the disbelievers of Makkah have been warned, as if to 
say: "You on account of your ignorance regard this Book, which Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's 
peace and blessings) has presented, as a calamity for yourselves and complain that a disaster has 
befallen you, whereas the night in which it was decreed to be sent down was such a blessed night that 
a task was accomplished in it for the well being of mankind, which had never been accomplished 
even during a thousand months of history. This also has been said in verse 3 of Ad-Dukhan in 
another way, which we have explained in the introduction to that Surah. 


In conclusion, it has been stated that in this night the angels and Gabriel descend with every decree 
(which in verse 4 of Surah Ad- Dukhan has been described as arm-hakim: wise decree) by the leave 
of their Lord, and it is all peace from evening till morning; that is, there is no interference of evil in 
it, for all decrees of Allah are intended to promote good and not evil. So much so that even if a 
decision to destroy a nation is taken, it is taken for the sake of ultimate good, not evil. 
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{Ap ith a sacs 


In <2 Have sent it down asst Verily We by 
decree al (is) the night of as 


Translit Inna 'Anzalnahu Fi Laylati Al-Qadri 


AhmedAli ell LEAT NL be 
bona Ves H Wt rs Afduid - 


vusufali We have indeed revealed this (Message) in the night of Power: 
mkhan —- Verily, We have sent it (this Qur'an) down in the night of Al-Qadr (Decree) 
Pickthal To! We revealed it on the Night of Power. 


Shakir Surely We revealed it on the grand night. 


62% Aa ad ve SHS ws 


What ls Will make you know $13) And what lag 
(of) Decree Bera The night aus 


Translit Wa Ma 'Adraka Ma Laylatu Al-Qadri 
AhmedAli as at See STI 
Jalandhry Sj is See Wye al 


yusufali And what will explain to thee what the Night of Power is? 

m.khan And what will make you know what the night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is? 
Pickthal Ah, what will convey unto thee what the Night of Power is! 

Shakir And what will make you comprehend what the grand night 


(is) better — (of) Decree aa The night as 
months i A thousand Hi Than of 


transit  Laylatu Al-Qadri Khayrun Min ‘Alfi Shahrin 


AhmedAll Poa Ux” a) — 
Jalandhry <r (2 2 he 


vusufali The Night of Power is better than a thousand Months. 
mkhan = The night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better than a thousand months (i.e. worshipping Allah in that night is better 
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than worshipping Him a thousand months, i.e. 83 years and 4 months) 
Pickthal The Night of Power is better than a thousand months. 


Shakir The grand night is better than a thousand months. 


CA ANOS ps O84 ted Gos SOLS U3 


And the Sprint 2 dt. Ne 42g 
ASS te 
(Gail) o x ‘9 The angels Ey UA) Descend J ) pd 
(of) their Lord “ey By permission RENE Therein va) 
decrees All AS with oe 


a 


Translit Tanazzalu Al-Mala'ikatu Wa Ar-Rithu Fiha Bi'idhni Rabbihim Min Kulli '‘Amrin 
AhmedAli ehre PL eel al owls ot yl 
Jalandhry te Aa f Lbyzla(L ey (& Zullo! 


vusufali Therein come down the angels and the Spirit by Allah's permission, on every errand: 
mkhan Therein descend the angels and the Roh [Jibril (Gabriel)] by Allah's Permission with all Decrees, 
Pickthal The angels and the Spirit descend therein, by the permission of their Lord, with all decrees. 


Shakir The angels and Gibreel descend in it by the permission of their Lord for every affair, 


Until Ve (it) is Se (there is) peace are 
(of) dawn pl The appearance gellas 


4 


transit  Salamun Hiya Hatta Matla‘i Al-Fajri 
AhmedAli a el SL bin ru & o 
Jalandhry Ok sl Wy LE EH (eh) 


vusufali  Peace!... This until the rise of Morn! 
M«han (AJ that night), there is Peace (and Goodness from Allah to His believing slaves) until the appearance of dawn. 
Pickthal (The night is) Peace until the rising of the dawn. 


Shakir Peace! it is till the break of the morning. 


